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Church of Reconciliation 

Order of Service 

August 9, 2020 

 

The Liturgy of the Word 

 

PRELUDE                    Prelude No. 1 From Well-Tempered Clavichord  

                By J. S. Bach  

                                 

 

THE OPENING HYMN               O God Our Help In Ages Past 

Hymnal #680, Verses 1-3 

 

THE COLLECT FOR PURITY 
Celebrant Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

People      And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 

Celebrant:  Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: 

cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and 

worthily magnify your holy name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY 

Celebrant: God be with you. 

People: And also with you. 

Celebrant: Let us pray.  

Grant to us, Lord, we pray, the spirit to think and do always those things that are right, that we, who cannot 

exist without you, may by you be enabled to live according to your will; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

 

THE HEBREW SCRIPTURE                  Genesis 37:1-4, 12-28                                                     

Read by Mary Matthews-Schei 

Lector: A Reading from Genesis. 

 

Jacob settled in the land where his father had lived as an alien, the land of Canaan. This is the story of the 

family of Jacob. Joseph, being seventeen years old, was shepherding the flock with his brothers; he was a helper 

to the sons of Bilhah and Zilpah, his father’s wives; and Joseph brought a bad report of them to their father. 

Now Israel loved Joseph more than any other of his children, because he was the son of his old age; and he had 

made him a long robe with sleeves. But when his brothers saw that their father loved him more than all his 

brothers, they hated him, and could not speak peaceably to him. Now his brothers went to pasture their father’s 

flock near Shechem. And Israel said to Joseph, “Are not your brothers pasturing the flock at Shechem? Come, I 

will send you to them.” He answered, “Here I am.” So he said to him, “Go now, see if it is well with your 

brothers and with the flock; and bring word back to me.” So he sent him from the valley of Hebron. He came to 

Shechem, and a man found him wandering in the fields; the man asked him, “What are you seeking?” “I am 

seeking my brothers,” he said; “tell me, please, where they are pasturing the flock.” The man said, “They have 

gone away, for I heard them say, ‘Let us go to Dothan.’“ So Joseph went after his brothers, and found them at 

Dothan. They saw him from a distance, and before he came near to them, they conspired to kill him. They said 

to one another, “Here comes this dreamer. Come now, let us kill him and throw him into one of the pits; then 

we shall say that a wild animal has devoured him, and we shall see what will become of his dreams.” But when 

Reuben heard it, he delivered him out of their hands, saying, “Let us not take his life.” Reuben said to them, 

“Shed no blood; throw him into this pit here in the wilderness, but lay no hand on him” —that he might rescue 
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him out of their hand and restore him to his father. So when Joseph came to his brothers, they stripped him of 

his robe, the long robe with sleeves that he wore; and they took him and threw him into a pit. The pit was 

empty; there was no water in it. 

Then they sat down to eat; and looking up they saw a caravan of Ishmaelites coming from Gilead, with their 

camels carrying gum, balm, and resin, on their way to carry it down to Egypt. Then Judah said to his brothers, 

“What profit is it if we kill our brother and conceal his blood? Come, let us sell him to the Ishmaelites, and not 

lay our hands on him, for he is our brother, our own flesh.” And his brothers agreed. When some Midianite 

traders passed by, they drew Joseph up, lifting him out of the pit, and sold him to the Ishmaelites for twenty 

pieces of silver. And they took Joseph to Egypt. 

 

Lector: This is the Word of the Lord. 

All: Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM 85           
Refrain: Lord, Let us see your kindness; Lord, let us see your kindness. 

  

Let us hear what our God proclaims: 

Peace to the people of God, salvation is near to the ones who fear God.  Refrain 

 

Kindness and truth, justice and peace; 

Truth shall spring up as the water from earth, justice shall rain from the heavens. Refrain 

 

The Lord will come and you shall know his love,  

Justice shall walk in his pathways, salvation the gift that he brings.  Refrain 

 

THE EPISTLE          Romans 10:5-15 

Lector: A Reading from Romans.       Read by Roxie Montesano 

Moses writes concerning the righteousness that comes from the law, that “the person who does these things 

will live by them.” But the righteousness that comes from faith says, “Do not say in your heart, ‘Who will 

ascend into heaven?’” (that is, to bring Christ down) “or ‘Who will descend into the abyss?’” (that is, to 

bring Christ up from the dead). But what does it say? “The word is near you, on your lips and in your 

heart” (that is, the word of faith that we proclaim); because if you confess with your lips that Jesus is Lord 

and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. For one believes with the 

heart and so is justified, and one confesses with the mouth and so is saved. The scripture says, “No one 

who believes in him will be put to shame.” For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek; the same 

Lord is Lord of all and is generous to all who call on him. For, “Everyone who calls on the name of the 

Lord shall be saved.” But how are they to call on one in whom they have not believed? And how are they 

to believe in one of whom they have never heard? And how are they to hear without someone to proclaim 

him? And how are they to proclaim him unless they are sent? As it is written, “How beautiful are the feet 

of those who bring good news!” 

Lector: This is the Word of the Lord. 

All: Thanks be to God. 
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THE GOSPEL           Matthew 14:22:33  

Celebrant: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 

People:      Glory to you, Lord Christ.  
Jesus made the disciples get into the boat and go on ahead to the other side, while he dismissed the crowds. And 

after he had dismissed the crowds, he went up the mountain by himself to pray. When evening came, he was 

there alone, but by this time the boat, battered by the waves, was far from the land, for the wind was against 

them. And early in the morning he came walking toward them on the sea. But when the disciples saw him 

walking on the sea, they were terrified, saying, “It is a ghost!” And they cried out in fear. But immediately Jesus 

spoke to them and said, “Take heart, it is I; do not be afraid.” Peter answered him, “Lord, if it is you, command 

me to come to you on the water.” He said, “Come.” So Peter got out of the boat, started walking on the water, 

and came toward Jesus. But when he noticed the strong wind, he became frightened, and beginning to sink, he 

cried out, “Lord, save me!” Jesus immediately reached out his hand and caught him, saying to him, “You of 

little faith, why did you doubt?” When they got into the boat, the wind ceased. And those in the boat worshiped 

him, saying, “Truly you are the Son of God.” 

 

Celebrant: The Gospel of the Lord. 

People:      Praise to you, Lord Christ.  
 

THE SERMON                          The Rev. Joshua Woods 

 

THE NICENE CREED 

All: We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and 

unseen. We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God 

from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. 

Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven  by the 

power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake he 

was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in 

accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He 

will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. We believe in 

the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  who proceeds from the Father and the Son. With the Father 

and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the Prophets. We believe in one holy 

catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the 

resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE          Read by the McGaugh Family 

 

Father, we pray for your holy Catholic Church; 

That we all may be one. 

 

Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you; 

That your Name may be glorified by all people. 

 

We pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons;  

That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments. 

 

We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world; 

That there may be justice and peace on the earth. 

 

Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake; 

That our works may find favor in your sight. 



4 

 

 

Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble, especially those affected by the recent 

hurricanes and tropical storms; for members of our Armed Forces and first responders; and for Jan, Jean, Ken, 

Garnet, Abbie, John, Fred, Anna, Yvonne, Phil, Steve, Stella, Robert, Betty, Joan, Maureen, Paxton, and 

Charlie. 

That they may be delivered from their distress. 

 

Give to the departed eternal rest. 

Let light perpetual shine upon them. 

 

We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy; 

May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom. 

 

Let us pray for our own needs and those of others. 

 

Silence 

 

O Lord our God, accept the fervent prayers of your people; in the multitude of your mercies, look with 

compassion upon us and all who turn to you for help; for you are gracious, O lover of souls, and to you 

we give glory, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, now and for ever. Amen. 

 

Happy birthday to: 

Forest Gwin 8/15 

Robert Marshall 8/16 

 

 

THE PEACE 

Celebrant  The peace of God be always with you. 

People  And also with you. 

Celebrant  Let us offer each other a sign of peace. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

THE OFFERTORY ANTHEM        My Life Flows on in Endless Song  

With One Voice #781 Verses 1,4 

           

THE LITURGY OF THE TABLE 

 

THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 

Celebrant: The Lord be with you.  

People:   And also with you.  
Celebrant:  Lift up your hearts.  

People:  We lift them to the Lord.  
Celebrant:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

People:  It is right to give our thanks and praise.  
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Celebrant:  

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator 

of heaven and earth. Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the 

company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 

 

Holy, holy, holy Lord,  

God of power and might,  

heaven and earth are full of your glory.  

Hosanna in the highest.  

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  

Hosanna in the highest.  

 

The Celebrant continues:  

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us in creation; in the 

calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets; and above all in the Word made 

flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior 

and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. 

In him, you have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life. 

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for 

the remembrance of me." 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, "Drink this, 

all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of 

sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me." 

Therefore, according to his command, O Father, 

Celebrant and People 

We remember his death, 

We proclaim his resurrection, 

We await his coming in glory; 

 

 

The Celebrant continues 

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to you, from your 

creation, this bread and this wine. 

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Sacrament of the 

Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we may be 

acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection 

under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly country where, with all your saints, we may enter the 

everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the 

head of the Church, and the author of our salvation. 

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, 

now and for ever. AMEN. 
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And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it 

is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 

trespass against us.  Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and 

the power, and the glory. AMEN. 

 

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD 

Celebrant: Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 

People: Therefore let us keep the feast.  

 

A PRAYER FOR SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 
Celebrant: God of love and grace, of justice and peace, we give you thanks that in the Sacrament of the altar 

you assure us of your presence within us and within the body of Christ, the faithful through all the generations;  

 

Grant that we who have witnessed anew these holy mysteries, though unable to receive the physical elements of  

the Sacrament,  may be moved by your indwelling Spirit ever more fully to embody your holy and life giving 

presence, reshaping in your likeness the world around us, until we are gathered at last into the fullness of your 

glorious  and eternal presence; through Christ our Risen Lord. Amen.  

 

 

THE INVITATION 

This is the table of the Lord.  It is made ready for those who love and for those who want to love more.  So, 

come, you who have much faith and you who have little, you who have been here often and you who have not 

been here long, you who have tried to follow and you who have fallen short. Come, for it is the Risen Christ 

who invites you. It is the Risen Christ who wants to meet you here.   

 

COMMUNION MUSIC           Precious Lord, Take My Hand 

 

COMMUNION MEDITATION  

Receive Christ into your body, Sacred Body in your body. Receive Christ into your blood, Sacred Blood in your 

blood, flowing through you now as you breathe in spiritual communion. God of Mercy, breathe in me; breathe 

in us. Christ of my heart, breathe in me; breathe in us. Spirit of Peace, breathe in me; breathe in us. 

 

THE POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 

Celebrant: And now, let us pray. 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your Son our Savior 

Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us 

now into the world in peace, and grant us the  strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness  

and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord.  AMEN. 

 

THE BLESSING 

 

THE DISMISSAL  

 

THE CLOSING HYMN                  Eternal Father 

Verses 1, 4 

  Hymnal #608   


